'IRAQ,
couraged Iraqi Nationalists by bringing them into contact with
the ardent Nationalists of other parts of the Empire, who, in
spite of the great care with which the C.U.P. had conducted
the elections, found seats in the Chamber. With them the
Iraqis made common cause in the Moderate Liberal party,
founded by Prince Sabah-ed-Dln in opposition to the C.U P.,
and later in the Itilqfor Coalition party. These parties were not
merely sectional groups, although the 'Iraqi branches of the
former, founded in Basra and Baghdad in August and
September, 1911, were known in clraq as the Hurr-i-Mfftadil,
while branches of the Itildf to which the Moderate Liberal
party gave way in early 1912 were known as Hurrlya wa Itilaf.
The organization of the parties extended throughout the
Empire, the branch in Basra, for instance, being formed by
Saiyid Talib Pasha in obedience to a telegram sent by a
person unknown.
In the years 1910 and 1911, 'Iraqi feeling also sought means
of outlet through the press. In these two years were established
36 Arabic newspapers or 60 per cent of the 61 founded in 'Iraq
during the period 1904 to 1914; 22 or nearly 40 per cent being
started in 1911 alone.1 Of these, 19 were established in
Baghdad. In the same 2 years, were founded 6 of the 9
magazines established in the same period of 1904 to 1914. A
number of these papers were periodically suppressed by the
Turks, after which the owners reissued them under new names.
In the years 1912 and 1913, the movement firmly established
itself in 'Iraq. The British Resident in Baghdad in an official
report in early 1912 stated:
I have been much struck of late by the increasing freedom
with which anti-C.U.P. and anti-Turkish sentiments are
expressed here. Hitherto this was regarded as treason to the
State . - . This growing political confidence of non-Turkish
Muhammadan elements is noticeable even among officials.
. ., It is clear also that the eldest son of the Kiliddar of Najaf
1 Based on Tarazi, op. cit.
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